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FEDERAL BUDGET MUST REFLECT

NEW PRIORITIES

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, last
Monday this Nation recognized the 6-
month anniversary of the terrorist at-
tacks which claimed the lives of thou-
sands of innocent Americans. Now, as a
Nation, we are in the middle of a war
to root out the culprits of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks and to rid the world
of terrorism. Our mission is not only
right and necessary, but it is also mas-
sive and challenging. Like a runner,
this is not a sprint, but a marathon.

Terrorist cells exist in countries
around the world, and as a result, our
work will not be limited to just Af-
ghanistan. Consequently, as our budget
process begins, we must provide the
critical resources our military and in-
telligence communities need to win the
war against terrorism.

This is a new world, Mr. Speaker,
that we are now living in; we are living
with new threats, and our Federal
budget must reflect our new priorities.

f

COMMISSION ON BLACK MEN AND
BOYS

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, as we
move toward welfare reform, I want to
report an extraordinary standing-
room-only hearing by our Commission
on Black Men and Boys here in the Dis-
trict last night. I established this 12-
man commission after noting serious
challenges facing black men about a
year ago; just as by focusing on women
and children, we made good progress.

The problems of black men are deep:
6 percent of the population, 50 percent
of inmates in jail, half of all HIV cases.
The devastating effect has been on the
African American family.

This began with a flight of jobs, man-
ufacturing jobs, from the African
American community, replaced by an
underground economy and an under-
ground culture. We have to do some-
thing about those jobs.

The lead witness last night was Dar-
rell Green, the legendary football star
who started his own foundation to as-
sist youth and who spoke about man-
hood and about his own policy work.

The commission is drawing its own
action plan that the city has said it
will carry out.

I am grateful to the minority staff of
the Committee on Government Reform,
which is working with me to translate
the commission’s work nationally to
benefit other districts.
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REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP RE-
FUSES TO SCHEDULE DEBATE
ON FUTURE OF SOCIAL SECU-
RITY

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my disappointment
that the Republican leadership refuses
to schedule a debate on the future of
Social Security. They appear unwilling
even to schedule or to bring up the
plan introduced by their own majority
leader.

Perhaps it is because that plan calls
for benefit cuts, substantial benefit
cuts for many Americans, including
disabled Americans. Perhaps it is be-
cause creating private accounts will
cost more than $1 trillion in transition
costs; and perhaps it is because the
plan exposes beneficiaries to unneces-
sary risks for unlikely rewards.

I welcome the opportunity to debate
the future of Social Security, but the
Republican leadership so far refuses.
Perhaps it is because, if they do, their
plan will be rejected by the American
people.

f

IMPORTANCE OF FAKED MISSILE
DEFENSE TESTS

(Ms. MCKINNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, the
GAO recently released a report out-
lining the ways in which the Pentagon
and its contractors fudged the results
of a missile defense test in 1997. The re-
port found that missile test results
were fabricated by excluding negative
test data, ignoring sensor malfunc-
tions, and by delaying the disclosure of
undeniable errors. All this is now irrel-
evant, the Pentagon concludes, because
the system used in that test has not
been used in 4 years.

Well, Mr. Speaker, I disagree. The
fact that these test books were cooked
could not be more important. The
President has asked Congress to match
last year’s $8 billion-plus missile de-
fense appropriation and has formally
issued his intention for the United
States to pull out of the ABM treaty.
Yet the Pentagon recently canceled the
supposedly important Navy missile de-
fense system due to cost overruns of 65
percent, and more recent missile de-
fense tests were found to have been
fixed by the use of GPS location bea-
cons.

Mr. Speaker, the CBO has estimated
that a working missile defense system
will cost another $64 billion by 2015,
and the United States has been work-
ing on this since World War II and it
still does not work. We do not need to
give the Pentagon one more dollar.

SOCIAL SECURITY AND THE
BUDGET

(Mr. RODRIGUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, So-
cial Security has been a successful pro-
gram that has lifted millions of the Na-
tion’s seniors out of poverty. Our sen-
iors are facing a dilemma, one that
threatens their security and trust as
they reach their retirement years.

We must fight to preserve our Social
Security trust fund and honor our com-
mitment to our seniors. The Presi-
dent’s budget does not honor this com-
mitment to our seniors, and, in turn,
fails all Americans.

Now is the time for us to focus on a
long-term budget plan that will not
only help recover the economy, but
also help recover and make sure that
our Social Security trust fund is kept
intact, returning us to an era where we
can protect our Social Security and
protect our seniors, and even strength-
en the Social Security trust fund.

We need to recommit to the idea that
Social Security surplus dollars are for
Social Security, and paying down our
national debt is something that we all
need to do.

We also are aware of the fact that the
President has also appointed a com-
mittee, and we know that when one
stacks a committee, that every single
member on this committee was for the
purpose of privatizing Social Security.
They had no other motive but to do
that. Every single one of them on that
committee had that one intention.

Mr. Speaker, it is our responsibility
to make sure we protect our seniors
and future generations.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Pursuant to clause 8, rule
XX, the pending business is the ques-
tion of agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal of the last day’s
proceedings.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 355, nays 45,
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 33, as
follows:

[Roll No. 54]

YEAS—355

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Akin

Allen
Andrews
Armey

Baca
Bachus
Baker
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